This is a recent decision from the Federal Court of Canada, Trail Division, dealing with the issue of the authority of a tribunal, in this case the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), to limit the right of a disreputable consultant to represent clients before the tribunal.  The decision goes quite far in affirming the inherent jurisdiction of tribunals to control right of appearance, at least of persons who are not lawyers or licensed members of a self-regulating profession.

This decision may be relevant for other tribunals where parties are frequently represented by unregulated consultants.  

Links to the Federal Court or the CanLII Web sites are as follows:

http://decisions.fct-cf.gc.ca/fct/2002/2002fct1259.html

http://www.canlii.org/ca/cas/fc/2002/2002fct1259.html

