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Justice Negar Azmudeh immigrated to Canada from Iran when she was 18. She 
obtained a B.A. in French, History, and Political Science from Simon Fraser 
University and an LL.B. from the University of Ottawa. She was called to the 
British Columbia Bar in December 1999. 

Justice Azmudeh is fluent in both of Canada’s official languages and has 
adjudicated cases in English and French. She articled at a small personal injury 
law firm in Vancouver and began her legal career in general practice before 
focusing exclusively on immigration and refugee law. Prior to being appointed as 
a member (adjudicator) of the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada in 
2008, she was a sole practitioner. For the past 24 years, she has dedicated her 
professional career to Canada’s refugee determination system. Her roles in this 
system have included representing individuals before Canada’s tribunals and 
courts, working as an adjudicator within those tribunals, hiring and training new 
decision-makers on refugee law and procedure, developing professional 
development and mentorship programs for decision-makers, managing teams of 
decision-makers, and acting as a senior executive leading the administration of 
the refugee determination system. Most recently, she founded the Quality Centre 
at the Refugee Protection Division of the Immigration and Refugee Board of 
Canada (IRB) and led initiatives to increase the efficiency, quality and 
consistency of decision-making. 

Justice Azmudeh and her partner Thomas Kuehn are proud parents of their 
13-year-old son Navid and their 9-year-old daughter Nousha and live in 
Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

Appointed Justice of the Federal Court, and ex officio member of the Federal 
Court of Appeal on August 23, 2023. 

 

 



 

Nathan Cheek is an Assistant Professor of Psychology at the University of 
Maryland, where he leads the Choice, Inequality, and Policy Lab. Dr. Cheek 
studies decision making, prejudice, and inequality, with particular interests in how 
people reason about the meaning of their everyday choices and how and why 
even seemingly trivial decisions can become overwhelming. He also studies 
biased beliefs that perpetuate inequality, such as stereotypes about people in 
poverty, and works to translate psychological science to policymakers and other 
stakeholders, as well as to the general public. He is the co-author of the 
forthcoming revised edition of The Paradox of Choice and recently appeared in a 
2026 episode of CBC’s The Nature of Things focused on the science of decision 
making. 


